
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- September 13,  1967 

Appeal No. 9339 J e a n e t t e  R.  Trachtenberg,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  t h e  Dis t r ic t  Columbia, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
September 19,  l96g. 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appea l  f o r  permission t o  change nonconforming use 
from an t ique  s t o r e  t o  d ry  c leaning  p l a n t  pickup s t a t i o n  and shoe 
r e p a i r  a t  6640 Georgia Avenue, NW.,  l o t  808,  square 2947, be 
denied.  

FINDINGS alF FACTS: 

[l] The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

[2 ]  The proper ty  i s  improved wi th  a one s t o r y  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  
formerly used as an a n t i q u e  s t o r e  and vacant  s i n c e  December, 1966. 

[31 I t  i s  proposed t o  ope ra t e  a d ry  c l ean ing  p l a n t  and 
pickup s t o r e  and shoe r e p a i r  pickup. 

[ 4 ]  I t  is proposed t o  add a b o i l e r  room t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
proper ty  t o  accommodate t h i s  p l a n t .  

[S ]  The proposed bus iness  would have from 3 t o  5 employees 
and ope ra t e  s i x  days a week from 7 a .m .  t o  7 p.m. There would 
be no t r u c k s  i n  t h e  bus iness .  

[61 No oppos i t ion  t o  the gran t ing  of t h e  appea l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing .  The record  con ta ins  f i v e  
leters i n  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  appea l  and a p e t i t i o n  s igned  by 
t h i r t y - f i v e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  a r e a  sho oppose t h e  appeal ,  



OPINION:  

W e  a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  this appea l  must be denied.  

There i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  neighborhood oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  
g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l  which would m i t i g a t e  , a g a i n s t  t h e  
theory  t h a t  the use  i s  se rv ing  the neighborhood i n  which it 
i s  loca ted .  The proper ty  i s  f r o n t i n g  on a  main street bu t  
has s ing le- fami ly  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  and 
wi th in  a s u b s t a n t i a l  rea. The proposed w i l l  no doubt cause 
more t r a f f i c  than an an t ique  shop and thereby be de t r imen ta l  
t o  t h e  neighborhood. The nonconforming use  s t a t u t e  contem- 
p l a t e s  t h a t  such uses  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  a  permi t ted  use  wi th in  
t h e  zoning c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  n o t  t h a t  nonconforming uses  should 
be made t o  t h r i v e  and prosper. 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

J Secre t a ry  of t h e  Board 


